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Recent Development and Future Prospect of
Supply Chain Management in China

For a long term, supply chain management has been a major research area in operations
research. A supply chain comprises organizations, people, activities, information, and resources,
through which products or services are moved from suppliers to customers. Its management
involves optimization of all activities in sourcing and procurement, conversion, logistics, as well
as coordination and collaboration among channel partners. Research on supply chain management
includes six key issues as follows: 1) inventory management, 2) supply chain coordination, 3)
supply risk management, 4) network and distribution management, 5) supply chain and marketing
and 6) supply chain and behavioral operations. Commonly, the motivation of research on supply
chain management is to achieve satisfactory performance of various supply chain, through
mathematic modeling and analysis based on operations research methods. Because the scope of
supply chain covers a wide range of subjects, in recent years, the research on supply chain
management involves in associating with multiple disciplines, e.g., associating with economics,
finance, marketing, and behavior, etc. The research methodology also exhibits variety features; not
only traditional modeling and analysis, but also empirical study (including experimental study), so
as to have the research achievements being more valuable in practices.
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